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Creating Stability within High Risk IPV 
Interventions Using Risk Assessments

With a Rural Flavor



Welcome Everyone! 



1 
Folding the IPV 

Select a number that best identifies your IPV in the Chat Box

5 
Excellent 

Meeting Goals

4 
Good but always  

could improve

3 
Sustainable but  

not Great

2 
Getting Bad 



Today’s Agenda

Introductions 

Understanding the Landscape and Resources 

Risk Assessments are the Key 

Creating the Intelligence Network  

Sharing Information  

Sustaining 

July 22, 2023



Rural CommunitiesRural Communities and IPV



What does Rural look like? 

• Rural America comprises 28% of the nation’s population 

• With regards to Domestic Violence research reveals the following:  

• Limited access to services 

• Lower education and literacy  

• Norms and attitudes of tolerance toward DV, Isolation, and Poverty 

• Increase alcoholism 

• Geographic and social isolation 

• Lack of public transportation 



What does Rural look like? 

• Isolation  

• May serve as a barrier to safety for DV 

• Fear of disclosure and community response may isolate a victim even further 

• Poverty  

• Limited employment 

• Being uninsured  

• Limited child care 

• Limited housing opportunities 



What does Rural look like? 

• Rural perpetrators of DV are twice as likely to cause severe physical injuries to 
their victims compared, as well as use a weapon on their victims, compared to urban 
perpetrators (Logan et al,  2005; Shannon et al., 2006; Taylor & Xia, 2022).  

• Twice as many rural perpetrators threaten to kill their victims compared to urban 
perpetrators 

• Rural victims are also more likely to experience multiple instances of abuse 
before requesting orders of protection compared to urban victims (Logan et al., 
2003; Taylor & Xia, 2022). 



What does Rural look like? 

• Scholars estimate that between 10% and 40% of adolescents have experienced 

physical or sexual ADV, while up to 70% have experienced psychological 
consequences or threatening forms of ADV (Taylor & Via, 2022).  

• Violent men in rural communities are more likely to be protected by an “ol” boys 
network (Rennison et al., 2013; Wesdale, 1998). 

• Patriarchal male peer support defined as “attachment to male peers and the 
resources they provide that encourage and legitimate woman abuse (DeKeserdy, 
1990; Rennison et al., 2013). 



A show of hands.  Who operates like this from time to time with his or her 
IPV?



Why the Risk Assessment?



Why the Risk Assessment?

It provides a summary of the incident or assault 

It clarifies details for context as to “what happened” 

It is a tool that details the level of perceived danger by the victim at the time of 
contact



Risk Assessments









      DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LETHALITY 
     SCREEN FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

Officer: Date: Case #:

Victim: Offender:

      Check here if victim did not answer any of the questions.

     A "Yes" response to any of Questions #1-3 automatically triggers the protocol referral.

1.    Has he/she ever used a weapon against you or threatened you with a weapon?     Yes        No         Not Ans.

2.    Has he/she threatened to kill you or your children?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

3.    Do you think he/she might try to kill you?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

     Negative responses to Questions #1-3, but positive responses to at least four of Questions #4-11, 

     trigger the protocol referral.

4.    Does he/she have a gun or can he/she get one easily?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

5.    Has he/she ever tried to choke you?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

6.    Is he/she violently or constantly jealous or does he/she control most    Yes        No         Not Ans.

of your daily activities?

7.    Have you left him/her or separated after living together or being married?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

8.    Is he/she unemployed?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

9.    Has he/she ever tried to kill himself/herself?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

10.  Do you have a child that he/she knows is not his/hers?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

11.  Does he/she follow or spy on you or leave threatening messages?    Yes        No         Not Ans.

      An officer may trigger the protocol referral, if not already triggered above, as a result of the victim's 

      response to the below question, or whenever the officer believes the victim is in a potentially lethal situation.

Is there anything else that worries you about your safety?  (If "yes")   What worries you?

      

 Check one:       Victim screened in according to the protocol

                          Victim screened in based on the belief of officer

                          Victim did not screen in

 If victim screened in:  After advising her/him of a high danger assessment,           Yes       No

         did the victim speak with the hotline counselor?               

Note:  The questions above and the criteria for determining the level of risk a person faces is based on the best available research on factors

associated with lethal violence by a current or former intimate partner. However, each situation may present unique factors that influence risk  

for lethal violence that are not captured by this screen. Although most victims who screen “positive” or “high danger” would not be expected 

to be killed, these victims face much higher risk than that of other victims of intimate partner violence.

MNADV 08/2005





Before Risk Assessments 

Who?  

What? 

Where? 

When?  

How Many Times? 

Was Pain Reported?  



Firearm? 

Strangulation? 

Children Present? 

Actor Suicidal?  

Separation Violence? 

Threats of Violence? 

Narcotics & Alcohol Abuse?  

Control Issues?  

Stalking?  

Past Physical Violence?  

Sexual Assault?  

Harassment?  



The End Result with Risk Assessments Is That It Gave Direction On Best 
Practices! 



Quick Reality Check! 

• It is a tool and not a magic bullet 

• Implementation has been reported difficult by IPV teams 

• Deciding on which Risk Assessment to use 

• Buy In  

• Training 



What Do You Suppose Are the Two Biggest Obstacles to Risk 
Assessment Implementation? 



This is the initial 
reaction when Risk 

Assessments are 
presented  

to IPV Teams and 
Law Enforcement.



This is after the training and 
implementation of the Risk 
Assessments to IPV Teams 

and Law Enforcement.



Risk Assessments are the key to opening the door 
Creating Stability within High Risk IPV 

Interventions 





Systems Model Approach  
Moving Forward 



Building the IPV 

It is a system approach not a “one size fits all” 

The Risk Assessment is the Foundation of the System 

Team members consist of those working the case(s) 

Mission is to provide safety for the client and hold offenders 
accountable to the highest degree by law



Building the IPV 

What is the overall mission?  

What is the number or score on the Risk Assessment needed for 
IPV activation?  

What does the process from start to finish look like?  

What will success look like? 



Law of Averages with Risk 
Assessments





Keeping an Average of the Scores or Categories  
Of Risk Assessments for Each Client Throughout the Process 

Is Key! 









0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Some  
Danger 

Extreme  
Danger 

When Multiple Risk Assessments Are Used



Gathering Intelligence



Gathering Intelligence

Risk Assessment(s) 

Following up with the client frequently 

Each call to 911 or the hotline = Risk Assessment and Report 

Information is immediately relayed to the IPV 

Decisions are fluid



Sharing Intelligence



Access is Needed for Those Working Directly on a Case

23-5542



Sharing of Intelligence

• Does everyone have full access? 

• Are the Risk Assessments and Reports being shared? 

• How quickly is information being disseminated?  

• How quickly are team members reacting to it?  

• Who is the keeper of the information? 



Sharing of Intelligence

• How are we communicating?  

• Emails?  

• Phone tagging? 

• Texting  

• High Priority Alerts  

• Secured Servers with Two Factor Authentication for Members



Acting on the Intelligence



What are we doing with the information? 

• How may Risk Assessments are doing with a client?  

• Is it a one and done for the IPV?  

• Are there pre and post RA’s being done with IPV activation?  

• Are team members conducting a RA each time a client calls 
911, the hotline, or medical? 



Acting on the Intelligence

What is the Risk Assessment(s) telling the IPV?  

• Things are bad for the client?  

• Time for a protective order? 

• Time for shelter protection?  

• Time to expedite the trial or hold the offender?





Sustainment within the IPV 



Sustainment within the IPV 
Adopt and Implement a Risk Assessment  

Train Everyone on how to properly use the Risk Assessment 

Review and Study the Responses 

Create the High Risk Threshold in the IPV  

Collaborate Accordingly



Why Do IPV High-Risk  
Interventions Fail? 





Does the 
Mission 

Statement 
Make Sense? 
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ARE MEMBERS 
ROTATING OFF  

OR  
LEAVING THE IPV? 



No Sense Urgency from Core Membership 



De-Compartmentalization Among Members



Meeting Infrequently or Not at All 
Meetings are Time Wasters



Absence of a clear definition of High-Risk IPV among 
members

 

high-risk adjective 

1: likely to result in failure, harm, or 
injury : having a lot of risk
a high-risk activity
high-risk investments

2: more likely than others to get a particular 
disease, condition, or injury
high-risk patients patients in the 
high-risk group
 







Take and Celebrate the Victories! 



Get the Word Out!!!





Risk Assessments are Fluid

What types of questions or directions will be needed in the future for IPV?  

Immigration? 

• Dating Violence with Juveniles and Adolescents?  

• Cyber Crime related questions- revenge porn or sextortion?  

• More detailed questions about Strangulation or “Choking?” 

• Financial Crimes?  

• What else?  

 





Questions?  
David Scott, Ph.D.  

University of Texas at Tyler  
dscott@uttyler.edu 

(903) 565-6582  

mailto:dscott@uttyler.edu

